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Mountains Moved! - The Railway to Kashmir

Sharp biting cold winds whip against you as you stand
on the deck of the world's highest railway bridge
spanning the blue green waters of Chenab, that
course through the gorge, like adrenalin in your veins.
Flanked by high mountain peaks, the Chenab Bridge
stands 359 meters above mean sea level, dwarfing
the Eiffel Tower by 35 meters, and the Qutub Minar
five times over! With its head in the clouds and feet
firmly anchored in football field size foundations, it is
built to withstand windspeeds up to 266 kilometres
per hour. Equipped with state of the art monitors and

and tunnels, spanning deep gorges and piercing the
heart of mighty mountains. More than ninety percent of
the route is traversed over 943 bridges and 36 main
tunnels, including India’s longest railway tunnel, the T-
50, stretching for more than 12.7 kilometres. On the
Katra - Banihal section of USBRL, lies the Anji Khad
Bridge, the country’s first cable-stayed rail bridge. The
725 meter long bridge, built with the support of 96
cables, stands 331 meters above mean sea level, and
is a masterclass in design and engineering. Beyond
the engineering marvel, the rail link also promises to
boost tourism, trade, and allweather connectivity in the
region, potentially transforming the socio-economic
landscape of Jammu and Kashmir. The project is

home to several railway stations that are key to the
progress, security, and prosperity of Jammu and
Kashmir. Qazigund, known as the ‘gateway of
Kashmir,’ serves as a vital connection bet-ween South

maintenance machinery, the Chenab Bridge will FF—

ensure an all season, seamless rail connectivity to
Kashmir through the Udhampur - Srinagar -

Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) which has a length of

272km. As the country awaits the first commercial run
of the newest Vande Bharat train between Katra and
Srinagar, the journey promises to be more than justa
passage. The route traverses some of the most
picturesque and challenging geographies in the

world. Recognised as a highly complex construction EEe

project, the USBRL comes at an estimated cost of

Kashmir and the rest of
the region. Stations
like Pampore, Srin-
agar, Sopore, and
Anantnag are central
to the wvalley's eco-
nomic activity, serving
as major business
hubs. Additionally, the
significance of Reasi
and Katra stations lies
in their proximity to the
renowned Mata Vais-
hno Devi temple, making them crucial for both spiritual
and economic growth. The state-of-the-art Vande
Bharat Express has been tailored to specifically
operate in the region's challenging winter conditions
with a view to ensuring reliability, safety and comfort.
Apart from its modern amenities, the Kashmir version
of Vande Bharat is equipped with climate-specific
adaptations to provide world-class travel experience.
Its Advanced Heating Systems promise smooth
operations even in sub-zero temperatures. The
Driver's front lookout glass has also been embedded
with heating elements for defrosting, ensuring clear
visibility even in harsh winter conditions. Pir Panjal,
the sentinel of Kashmir valley, awaits the reassuring
rhiythm of train wheels chugging through the Banihal
Tunnel, bringing alive in their wake, ourlong cherished
dream of seamless connectivity, from 'Kashmir to
Kanniyakumari’, India has always been one. The
newest rail link only deepens that centuries old
connection, with the added promise of making
Kashmir accessible to all!

By- Smt. Jaya Varma Sinha
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DELHI METRO TO PRIORITIZE STUDENTS
IN FRISKING & TICKETING DURING
CBSE BOARD EXAMS 2025

Source/DMRC- With the CBSE Board Examinations 2025 for

Classes X and Xll scheduled from February 15 to April 4, 2025,

the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has introduced a series

of measures to ensure smooth and hassle-free travel for students
appearing for the exams. As approximately 3.30 lakh students
and thousands of school staff will be commuting across the city,

DMRC in partnership with CISF is implementing special

facilitation measures at metro stations to accommodate the

increased footfall on examination days.

Student-Friendly Measures at Metro Stations:

e Students carrying their CBSE Admit Cards will be given priority
during security checks at metro stations.

e Students showing their Admit Cards will also be prioritized
while purchasing tickets at Ticket Office Machines (TOM) and
Customer Care (CC) centers.

¢ DMRC staff visited schools, interacted with principals, and
informed them about the nearest metro stations and the
support available for students.

® DMRC has requested schools to display posters providing
details of the nearest metro station along with a QR code for
easy licket booking to assist students in planning their travel.

e Special centralized announcements will be made at metro
stations.

e A detailed list of metro stations closest to examination centers
has also been uploaded on the DMRC website and official
mobile application for easy reference.

For more updates, candidates may visit DMRC official website

(www.delhimetrorail.com) and DMRC Momentum fa=eit \meht 2.0

mobile app.

WR'S RAILWAY PROTECTION FORCE RETURNS

LEFT-BEHIND BAG WITH VALUABLES

Valuables worth approx. 16 lakhs found
& handed over to rightful owner

Source/WR-Western Railway's Railway Protection Force (RPF)
personnel made a significant recovery at Bandra Terminus on
16th February 2025. A left-behind bag containing valuables was
found and, after due verification, was returned to its rightful
owner. On-duty Sub Inspector Shri Yogesh Kumar Jani and
Constable Shri Hanuman Prasad Chaudhary found an
unattended bag under the seat of an AC coach in Train No.
12479, Jodhpur-Bandra Terminus Suryanagari Superfast
Express. According to a press release issued by the Chief Public
Relations Officer of Western Railway, Shri Vineet Abhishek, the
unattended bag was brought to the RPF post and opened in the
presence of other staff, revealing a mobile phone, clothes, and a
polythene bag containing valuable jewelry. The RPF personnel
documented the contents of the bag and informed the concerned
RPF officials at Bandra Terminus. A person, Shri Shailesh
Ganesh Mali, a resident of Colaba, came inquiring about his lost
bag. He provided his travel details, stating that he had traveled
from Jodhpur to Bandra Terminus in Train No. 12479 along with
his two children and multiple bags. He realized one of his bags
was missing after reaching home and contacted 139 to report the
missing bag. The passenger, Shri Shailesh Ganesh Mali,
identified his bag, which was opened and inspected in his
presence, revealing valuable items including a mobile phone,
children's clothes, and gold jewelry (Mangalsutra, bangles,
armlets, earrings, ring, and nose pin) worth a total of Rs. 15.83
lakhs. The bag and all items were safely returned to Mali, who
expressed heartfelt gratitude to the RPF at Bandra Terminus and
the helpline for their exceptional service.

Texmaco Partners with Trinity Rail
to Boost Global Rail Technology

Source/RSB- Texmaco Rail & Engineering Ltd has entered into
a strategic global supply and services agreement with U.S.-
based Trinity Rail Group LLC to enhance rolling stock
manufacturing and technology integration worldwide. Under this
partnership, Texmaco will supply rolling stock components,
including foundry products, for North America and international
markets, while Trinity will bring advanced technology solutions to
co-develop high-payload rolling stock for Indian Railways and
global clients. A key milestone in this collaboration is the
establishment of a Global Capability Centre (GCC) in Faridabad,
which will serve as an innovation hub for advanced rail
technology. Both companies will also explore new business
opportunities beyond India and North America, focusing on next-
generation freight car designs to meet evolving industry

Southern Railway Commemorates 100
Years of Electrification in India Rallways

Source/SR= In 2025, India celebrates a
monumental milestone—100 years of
electrification on Indian Railways. This |
transformation, initiated on February 3,
1925, when the first electric train ran
between Victoria Terminus (now
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus)
and Kurla, marked the shift from steam to
electric traction. It revolutionized the B
railway system, enhancing efficiency,
sustainability, and economic growth.
Southern Railway, a key player in this
journey, commemorates this achievement
with several events. The first electrified
section in the zone, between Madras
Beach and Tambaram, was commissioned
in 1931, using a 1.5 kV DC system. Today,
Southern Railway boasts 96% electrification of
its 5,093 route kilometers, exemplifying Indian
Railways' Mission 100% electrification. To
honaor this centurydong achievement, Southern
Railway organized an exhibition at Rail House,
Mungambakkam, inaugurated on February 1,
2025, by Shri R. N. Singh, General Manager of
Southern Railway. The exhibition, open until
February 3, highlights the evolution of electric
traction with archival photographs, vintage
equipment, and modern gadgets, while
focusing on innovations like electric loco

and

development,
renewable energy integration. On February 3,
2025, Southern Railway held a Walkathon,
which will be followed by a seminar on February
5, discussing advancements in electric traction
and green energy integration. Throughout the

overhead equipment,

month, wvarious activities, including rallies,
thematic displays, and competitions, will engage
the public, employees, and rail users, spreading
awareness of this historic event. This month-
long celebration underscores the role of electric
traction in shaping India's sustainable
transportation future.

Shri Arun Kumar Jain, General Manager, SCR Gonducts
Inspection of Akola-Parli Section on Nanded Division

Source/SCR- Shri Arun Kumar Jain, General
Manager of South Central Railway, conducted
an inspection of the Akola-Parli section on the
Nanded Division on 5th February 2025. He was
accompanied by Ms. Neeti Sarkar, Divisional
Railway Manager of Nanded Division, and other
senior officials from Headquarters and the
Division throughout the inspection. Shri Jain
started the inspection at Akola Railway Station,
where he reviewed the Station Master's room,
Foot Over Bridge, and the Running Room. He
conducted a detailed inspection of the station
and assessed the available passenger
amenities. Several public representatives met
the General Manager and submitted their
representations. Later, he conducted a rear
window safety inspection of the Akola-Washim
section, inspecting a Level Crossing Gate
between Akola and Washim. He also checked
the safety number exchange register and
emergency equipment. Next, the General
Manager proceeded to Washim Railway Station,
where he inspected the circulating area, the
Station Master's office, and the passenger

amenities on the platforms and station
premises. He also reviewed the food stalls on
the platform, checking the rates and quality of
food items available. On his way to Hingoli, Shri
Jain inspected a Major Steel Girder Bridge over
the Chandrabhaga River. He then conducted a
detailed inspection of Hingoli Railway Station,
reviewing the station premises and passenger
amenities. During the inspection, several public
representatives submitted requests regarding
passenger amenities, the introduction of new
trains, and the provision of halts. The General
Manager also interacted with media personnel,
briefing them on the development plans
underway by SCR, The inspection continued at
Purna Railway Station, where Shri Jain
reviewed the station's circulating area, the
Station Master's office, and passenger
amenities. He also assessed the progress of the
redevelopment work under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme. Finally, the General Manager
inspected Parli Railway Station, reviewing the
station’s facilities and ongoing developmental
works.

HBL Engineering & Shivakriti
Consortium Secure 410
Crore Kavach Gontract for
Western Railway

Source/RSB- Ahmedabad: HBL Engi-
neering Limited and Shivakriti Consortium
have been awarded a 410.42 crore
contract by the Ahmedabad Division of
Western Railway for the installation of way-
side Kavach on the Ahmedabad-Palanpur
and Ahmedabad-Samakhiyali sections.
Spa-nning 402 km, this project aims to
bolster railway safety by deploying Kavach,
India’s indigenous Train Collision Avoidance
System. The contract mandates completion
within 730 days, marking a significant step
in enhancing operational security on these
vital railway routes.

Jupiter Wagons Secures

3600 Crore Order from

Ambuja Cement & ACC

Source/RSB- Jupiter Wagons Ltd. (JWL) has
bagged a substantial ¥600 crore order from
Ambuja Cement and ACC Limited,
subsidiaries of
manufacturing and supply of BCFCM rakes. This
deal
solutions, enhancing its contribution to sustainable
and efficient freight transportation in India.Jupiter
Wagons is a key player in railway wagon
manufacturing, specializing in wagon compo-
nents, castings, metal fabrication, and rail freight
solutions. The company operates manufacturing
units in Hooghly (West Bengal), Jabalpur and
Indore (Madhya Pradesh), and Jamshedpur
(Jharkhand), catering to the growing demand for
rail-based logistics solutions in the country.

both

Adani Cement, for the

reaffirms JWL's leadership in mobility
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The National Rail Museum in New Delhi
marked its 48th anniversary

‘ ih" ]
Source/NR= The National Rail Museum in New Delhi marked its
48th anniversary on 01st Feb, 2025 with the grand inauguration
of the Rail Mahotsav 2025, a three-day celebration on 1st, 2nd,
and 4th February. The event was designed to honor India’s rich

railway heritage and bring together art, culture, and community.
The Mahotsav was inaugurated by Ms. Aruna Nair, Secretary,

Railway Board, in the presence of Ms. Ashima Mehrotra,
ED/Heritage, Railway Board, and Shri Dinesh Kumar Goyal,
Director/NRM, followed by captivating cultural performances that
won the hearts of railway enthusiasts and visitors alike. A
highlight of the celebration was the lighting up of the century-old
Patiala State Moncrail Tramways (PSMT), started in 1909. NRM
is in proud possession of the only steam monorail locomotive and
coach in working condition. The iconic Ramgoti steam
locomotive, built in 1862, was also lit up, offering a glimpse into
the nation’s historic raillegacy. In addition to this, the Kiran Nadar
Museum of Arts (KNMA) organized a series of engaging
workshops aimed at connecting the public with the fascinating
world of Indian Railways.

GM Central Railway Conducts Safety
Inspection in Nagpur Division

Source/NR- Shri Dharam Veer Meena, General Manager,
Central Railway, conducted a detailed safety inspection of the
Ballarshah-Sewagram section on February 14, 2025. At
Ballarshah, he inspected key facilities, including the Route Relay
Interlocking (RRI) cabin, CCTV control room, crew lobby, PRS
counters, Limited Height Subway, Goods Shed, and the Road
Accident Relief Train. He also reviewed ongoing works under the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme and interacted with employees and
freight customers. At Chandrapur, he inspected the station and
met Shri Kishor Jorgewar, Hon'ble MLA, and Shri Sudhakar
Adbale, Hon'ble MLC, to discuss railway-related concerns.
Department-specific booklets were released to enhance staff
knowledge. In the Bhandak-Majri section, he inspected Konda
Bridge, Curve No. 01, and Level Crossing Gate No. 32. He also
attended an exhibition on Ultrasonic Flaw Detection tools used
for rail safety. Further inspections were conducted at Warora,
Hinganghat, and Nagpur. At Warora, he visited the railway
station, Health Unit, and Staff Colony, and met Shri Karan Sanjay
Devtale, Hon'ble MLA. At Hinganghat, he inspected the Traction
Sub Station and conducted a speed run test on the
Hinganghat—Chitoda section. In Nagpur, he interacted with
Branch Officers, emphasizing the need to triple efforts toward
safety, maintenance, quality, and training (SMQT) as per the
Railway Minister's directive. He also met union representatives
and addressed media gueries. Throughout the inspection, Shri
Meena engaged with ground-level staff, stressing safe train
operations and efficiency. Shri Vinayak Garg, DRM Nagpur,
along with senior officials, accompanied him during the visit.

RORO services over Konkan Railway

Source/KR- Konkan Railway Corporation Limited (KRCL)
infroduced Roll On-Roll Off (RORQ) services in 1999,
revolutionizing truck movement. The services have run
uninterrupted between Kolad and Surathkal stations for the past
25 years and will continue to be operated in the future. Since the
outsourcing contract allotted to M/s. Anjana Trade and Agencies
for marketing and operations of RORO services ended on
14/02/2025, truckers are requested to approach booking offices
at Kolad and Surathkal stations for booking trucks for RORO
services. The services will remain fully operational, providing a
reliable and eco-friendly transport option to truckers. For more
details on RORO services and rates, please visit
www.konkanrailway.com.
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